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Abstract

Writing is an essential tool for communication. Good writing allows people to communicate clearly. Among the four
basic skills, writing is the most complicated one. Writing has several types and one of them is narrative. The purposes of
narrative are to tell story and share information whether it is a book, thesis, journal, and an article. Unfortunately, some
students do not like to write. They think that writing is so complicated and they always feel that English is horrible. Such
negative attitudes are problematic in ESL/EFL writing classroom. The arising of media techonology like Storybird as
internet-based CALL and an interactive storytelling website helps to boost student engagement and the students’ ability
in narrative writing will increase. Meanwhile, by using Storybird, the students can study narrative writing at anywhere
and anytime as long as each student has an internet connection and a laptop or netbook. The students can use it by
themselves because there is a simple guide for them available in Storybird. Through Storybird, they can be autonomous
learners and it is related to the Principle of Eclecticism. The aims of this article are to give a brief description about the
importance and the guidelines of using Storybird in teaching and learning narrative writing. Storybird will promote
literacy, enthusiasm, imagination, creativity and collaboration in learning narrative writing.
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1. Introduction
Writing is an important aspect in communication. It is frequently used in higher education and workplace. People write
dissertation, thesis, journal, business letter and many more. Good writing allows people to express in communication
clearly. Flyn and Stainthorp have stated that the purpose of writing is that the writers can communicate each other
(2006). Moreover, Weigle has stated that writing is an important device in this globalization. Writing has a vital role not
only to give information, but also to generate new knowledge (2002).
Spelkova and Hurst have stated that ranking from the four skills, writing becomes the most difficult one (2009). In
addition, writing is absolutely complex and it needs some aspects which are done at the same time (Flyn and Stainthorp,
2006).
From these statements, it can be concluded that writing is the hardest skill among others. It pushes us to think and it is
very painful to accomplish.
There are some different types of writing. According to Meyers, there are narrative, descriptive, report, process analysis,
cause-effect analysis, classification, comparison-contrast, definition, persuasive argument and summary-response (2005).
The writer focuses on narrative writing because narative is a way people convey an information whether it is a book,
thesis, dissertation, journal and others.
According to Langan, narration is when a writer wants to write a story. He or she presents the details in the order (2001).
Furthermore, Salmon has stated that people use narrative to share information, such as; a book or magazine story. If
narrative is not availabe, no one will be interested to read (2009).
Unfortunately, some students do not like to write. They think that writing is so complicated and they always feel that
English is horrible. Such negative attitudes are problematic in ESL/EFL writing classroom (Gebhard, 1996).
In the 21st century, technology becomes an essential part of lives. It is used in different fields from industry to education.
Meanwhile, students nowaday are growing up with technology and they do love it. Therefore, technology can motivate
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students to learn so that they have better achievement in education. Winthrop and Smith (2012) have stated that
technology helps the poorest and event the hardest country to get better education to achive community. Moreover,
according to Noeth and Volkov (2004), students love to use computer and their motivation in learning is improved by the
use of it. In addition, Glenn (2008) has stated that the use of computer is appropriate for low students and even troubled
students.

In English language teaching, the use of technology represents the application of CALL (Computer Assisted Language
Learning). This article focused on the use of internet-based CALL in the form of online writing named Storybird.

Floyd et al (2014) has stated that Storybird as “hybrids” or collaborative story telling is a free website in which the
learners can compose their creative narratives from the artworks that they have been chosen. Furthermore, Menezes has
stated that storybird allows students focus more on the content rather than drawing pictures. Storybird provides the
students with various artworks. Those are available for any level from kindergarten to higher education (2014).

There are still few research on Storybird because this website was launched in 2010 and it was renewed for several times.
An experimental study of Storybird by Utami (2014) showed that Storybird contributed to the students’ narrative writing
achievement in several aspects: first, the artworks in Storybird could help the students developed the content,
organization, and vocabulary of their writing. Second, it facilitated the language use of the students’ writing since the
students were able to publish their stories and received the teacher’s feedback and peers’ comments. Third, the
storymaker editor helped the students to use correct spelling in their writing. Furthermore, bringing the website into the
writing class as an innovative way that can increase the students’ motivation, interest and excitement to be involved in
teaching and learning process. This research was conducted at MAN 1 Jember, Tenth Grade Students. Further,
Giacomini (2015) has stated that her students in Spain were enthusiastic to use Storybird and they did not find any
difficulty in using it.

From these findings, the writer can conclude that Storybird as an internet-based CALL and interactive storytelling
website gives positive impacts in teaching and learning narrative writing.

This article reviews the role of Storybird, the advantages, how to create and apply it in the classroom. By reviewing this,
the teacher will have a brief description about the importance and the guidelines of using Storybird in teaching narrative
writing. Besides, Storybird will promote literacy, enthusiasm, imagination, creativity and collaboration in learning
narrative writing.

1. Discussion
Storybird was created by Mark Ury and it was launched in 2010. Storybird was renewed for several times. In 2013, it was
added by poetry application. Then in 2014, it was provided with the Longform Book to write long story with several
chapters like novel and the appearance were also improved.
Stoybird is appropriate for any level of writer. Beginner writer can start to write a story in Picture Book or multi-page
with simple artworks. In addition, Advanced writer can choose Longform Book or multi-chapter to create a novel with
more detailed artworks. The writer can choose the artworks based on his or her level.
A research finding showed that Storybird motivated the students at Instituto de Lenguas de la Universidad Distrital
(ILUD) in Columbia to compose narrative writing and their qualities were improved. Besides, they also had improvement
in vocabulary and they attempted to use complex sentences (Ramirez, 2013). Further Dollar and Tolu have revealed that
teachers of 5th grade in Turkey had positive attitude in implementing Storybird. In addition, students also had positive
attitudes and high motivation. They could write story with fun, interesting and imaginative (2013).
The finding above showed that Storybird gave positive impacts for students at primary school and higher education.
Their abilities in narrative writing were increased and they had improvement in vocabulary. Moreover, the students
showed positive attitudes toward narrative writing.

The Advantages in Using Storybird for both Teacher and Students
The following are the advantages in using Storybird for the teacher:
1. Teacher can easily create accounts for his or her students with no limitation to the number of students or
classes.
2. Teacher can give assignment easily through Storybird and monitor whether his or her students participate in the
discussion or not.
3. Teacher can identify whose student connects to others through the Class Graph provided by Storybird.
Also, there are some advantages for the students:
= Students can develop their contents easily because of the artworks. A wide variety of artwork themes are available
for any level of writer.
= Storybird provides discussion boxes for students in order that they can discuss each other.
= Students can collaborate with other students or writers to write stories.
= Students can publish and share their stories so that the readers can give feedback and comments.

Storybird Manuals and Guides
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There are some elements that the teacher should prepare before applying Storybird in a classroom, such as; good
internet connection, a computer, a laptop or a netbook and he or she has to make sure that each student has them also.
Storybird can be applied both inside and outside the classroom as long as these elements are met.

The following are the steps to create an account, to apply in the classroom and to create a story in Storybird.

How to create an Account in Storybird
The steps are:
1. Go to www.storybird.com
2. Click on sign up.

Read

books you’ll alwaysfemember.

Sgneptertee

Are you an educator? Leam Mofe

< -

Wy il

The picture is taken from wikihow
3. Choose an account type; regular user, educator/teacher, student, professional writer or professional artist.

What best describes how you plan to use Storybird?

Professional Weiter

Professional Artst

wiki

The picture is taken from wikihow

4. Fill in the information requested, such as; username, email and password and click create account.
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Create your Storybird account:
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The picture is taken from wikihow
5. Check your e-mail for a confirmation e-mail.
6. After your email has been verified, it will re-direct you to Storybird website.
7. Finally, you can sign into your new Storybird

Stoties Pootry

(‘) MyralcEntire

The Shadow Gate j

Madeline Mercier might b fanciful girl who builds casthes in
the air, but when she findsthe Shadow Gate, averything changes.
Her home, Eclipse [sland,will never be the same, and neithor will

she.

Stant wading

XFLOuE CATECONIES FORMAT ACE MMUNITY STUFS

ol Alimats Haa) Ficturg book K157 b

wikil

The picture is taken from wikihow

How to apply Storybird in the Classroom.

account.

To apply Storybird, the teacher can create classes and accounts for his or her students, participate in a discussion

and collaborate with his or her students.
1. Create classes.
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' Sto ['ybi r'd Collaborativ

You Classes Create Read

Click on the
“Classes” tab.

Create class

Class name
Mr. Fisher |

School name

Type in a Class =2

/
Name, then a |
/

'Digigogy Collaboration Sc|

Country
School name. e United States
Choose your / [] Collaborate with other classes?

country.

Click the box to

indicate whether

you want to /
collaborate with
others. Your Storybirds Tags

Reading List
Click on ”Create/ Your &ccount
Your Class.”

The picture is taken from wikispaces
2. Add students.

Read /Explore:
Create Storvbirds

Activity Art

Getting started

Welcome to Storybird and your class dashboard.

Here are some things you can do:
1. Add students

2. Create an assignment

3. Customize your class avatar

4. Confirm your class settings

5. Brush up on our community guidelines

The picture is taken from wikispaces
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3. Put student’s first and last name into the available box, then choose a username for your student (to make it
easier, you can use first initial and last name). When you click add, Storybird will automatically assign and
access code for your student.

S l() r\'bi ]"d Jollaborative storytelling

Classes Create Read Hi, tikefisherfiay ~ Logout
Mr Fisher
Home  Assgnments Discussions | Library | Students  Settings Mr.
wdents Add & manage students | [nvite existing =

udent name (only viewable by your ¢class) Username

Student narne Screen name Access code Last login Storybirds Comments Visits Actio
: Terry McDaniel  TMedaniel : Qo
: Douglas Raymond DRaymond s L]
: Michael Allen Mallen - (>}
: g&::nb;:n EBrumpton - (]
: Lily Adams LAdams - [x)

The picture is taken from wikispaces

4. Share the username and access codes to your students in order that they can log in and start to write.
5. Asateacher, you can add an assignment for your class.
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¥ Sto r\"b] rd Collaborative storytelling

‘lasses Create Read Hi, mikefichert

her

n Home | Assigihqents | Discussions | Library Students | Settings

Assignments

There are no assignments vet. Add an Assignment

You: Read/Explore: Help/info: Storybird;

Creats Storybirde About

Activity Art
Your Storyhirds Tags

Reading List

For Parents

For Artists
© Storybird Inc.,

The picture is taken from wikispaces
6. Fill in the boxes to add an assignment.

‘reate an Assignment L Give your Assignment a Title.
Assignment Title / Then write a description for your assignment.
Practice Storyoird /
Assignment Description 188/250
1. Tell & story ebout an anival with You can upload an image for your assignment if you choose.
an unusual P m.
2. Create a gtorybird to represent /

your story
3. Publ
teacher ca

page.

Decide whether you want your assignment to be public or private.

Upload an image/photo for your

hisimage accompanies the assignment description to inspire your
assignment

students, Feal free to use Storybird art on the site,

No file chosen
O Private © Public Your current default for assignments is Private, You can adjust it in
Only viewable by Will be viewable by your class settings.
your students, all members and
Parents will need to visitors.
use their child's

The picture is taken from wikispaces

7. Choose spell check is on, if you want your students to be able to use spelling checker when they write story in
Storybirds.

8. Click the due date of your assignment.

9. Click save assignment
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account to view
stories.
Spellcheck: Hiode
writ

Spelicheck is on &4

This assignment is due on: May 28

ing their Storybirds.

ON if you want students to be able to use spellcheck while

< May 2010 >
S M | ! F S
% % 7 B B A Choose whether or not you want spell-check on, and when you
2 3 4 E ® 7 8 . ]
0 45l 4 45 43 qi s want your assignment to be due.
1B 17 18 19 A 2 2
B AU B B T R When you finish deciding your options, click on SAVE
 J T T TR @
Save Assignment JESSaR)
You: Read/Explore: Help/Info: Storybird:
Create Storybirds Help About
Activity Art FAQ Blog
The picture is taken from wikispaces
10. Add a discussion for your class.
Mr. Fishe
Home | Assignmenta\ Discussions | Library | Students | Settings Mr. Fisher »
Discussions

There are no discussions yet.

You: Read/Explore:
Create Storybirds
Activity Art

Your Storybirds Tags

Reading List

Your Account

The picture is taken from wikispaces

Add a discussion

Storybird:
About

Blog
Follow

11. Fill in the boxes to add a discussion.
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You Classes Create Read Logout | He

n Mr. Fisher
Home | Assignments | Discussions | Library | Students | Settings Mr. Figher

Discussions Add a new discussion

Discussion title:

-y Animals with Unusual Problems

Add A Discussion Title. —_

Add your comment;

oy Please read each of the storybirds from your classmates.
Add your comment. If youare begmnmg Leave a comment on each storyhird, then come back here write
" . i about a connection that you make between one of your

the dlSCUSSlOﬂ, bEgm ithere, ———» classmates' storyhirds and something else you've read hefore,

Click POST when done! \

The picture is taken from wikispaces

13
m or cancel

12. Show your students how to contribute in a discussion.
Mr. Fisher

Home | Assignments | Discussions | Library | Students | Settings Mr. Fisher »

Animals with Unusual Problems Close thread | Delete

mikefisherBe1 says:

n Please read each of the storybirds from your classmates. Leave a comment on each
storybird, then come back here write about a connection that you make between one of
your classmates' storybirds and something else you've read before.

Permalink

Click on D‘&ussions. (Students will do this
when they are logged in!) n AdCyeurTaiy:

Add Reply by typing in the ReplyBox. _____| o
(Teachers may want to have a rubric for
what an appropriate or thinking response
would entail.)

Click POST! > m or cancel

The picture is taken from wikispaces

How to Create a Story in Storybird
Here are the steps to create a story in Storybird:
1. Scroll the artworks down until you find one you like or you can choose the artworks based on the themes
available.
2. Click the artwork you like.
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rd reverses visual
telling by starting
ith the image and
locking™ the story
xplore artists, get
spired, and write.

All artwork »

L ARTWORK TAGS:

arch anwork 1ags

The picture is taken from Wapiti Library
3. Click use this art. There are three options after you click use this art; Longform Book (multi-chapter),
Picture Book (multi-page), or Poem (single image). if you want to write a narrative, you can choose
Longform Book or Picture Book.

Use this art for a:
Longform Book (multicha

Picture Book (multi-p

Poem (single image)

The picture is taken from Whsd

4. To write story, drag picture on the space available.

5. Add pages by clicking on the add page button. On the other hand, click remove page if you want to remove
the page.

6. If you want to see your pages just click previous or next button.
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Available art images extend beyond the left and right
of your writing space. Move your mouse to the far
left or far right of your screen to view more images.

i
T a Your main writing space - 'S H
. L “
) 1 drag and hold an image W o
over this space to s 013

position it (image area e
will grey out) and allow P Y
room for your writing

Filmstrip showing story pages — you can
navigate and rearrange pages (dragging
and dropping) or add/remove a page

A J

The picture is taken from Web Essentials, 1ssue 09
7. Continue to write your story.
8. If you have done, save your story by clicking save button.

The picture is taken from Whsd

9. Click invite collaborator to invite your friends or the other writers work on your story. If you think that your
story is done and ready for others to read just click save and close.

L Invite collaborator

M Publish

I save & close

The picture is taken from Whsd
10. If you want to publish your story, clik publish. Storybird will automatically eliminate the story which
contains inappropriate material.
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When a student wants to give comments or feedback to his or her friend’s story, he or she can find it through a class
library or search in order to find it easily.
Storybird promotes literacy, enthusiasm, imagination and it is suitable for various levels.
Other website which almost similar to Storybird is Bitstrips. Bitstrips is a place for a student to create a comic. The
Student also can create his or her avatar as an icon of his or her story. However, to create a comic, he or she do not need
to write longer or complex sentences. He or she just write a phrase or a sentence in the form of saying or dialogue. While
Storybird is designed to create a story and the sentences tend to be much longer and more complex.
Storybird helps students to study narrative writing at anywhere and anytime. They can use it by themselves because there
is a simple guide in Storybird. Through Storybird, each student can be an autonomous learner and it is related with the
Principle of Eclecticism. Taylor (2015) has stated that Principle of Eclecticism is an approach in which a student is
encouraged to be an autonomous learner.

2. Conclusion
In English language teaching, the use of technology represents the application of CALL (Computer Assisted Language
Learning). The use of internet-based CALL in the form of online narrative writing like Storybird promotes literacy,
enthusiasm, imagination, creativity and collaboration. Also, it is suitable for various levels.
In Storybird, teacher can create accounts for his or her students without limitation to the number of students or classes.
Then, he or she can give an assignment and see through Storybird whether his or her students participate in the
discussion or not. Besides, he or she can monitor whose student connects to other students through the Class Graph
provided in Storybird. On the other hand, students can develop their contents easily because of the artworks that they
have been chosen. A wide variety of artwork themes are available for any level. Moreover, They can discuss each other
through discussion boxes. Furthermore, they can use spelling checker application provided in Storybird. Also, they can
collaborate with others to work on their stories. Finally they can publish and share their stories so that the readers can
give feedback or comments.
In teaching narrative writing, the teacher can apply Storybird as a new teaching innovation in 21st century. Teaching with
technology is innovative, authentic, reliable (do not lose content) and ease of sharing.
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